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Dr. Sandra M. Falero
Email:
sfalero@fullerton.edu
Office hours:
Tuesdays 1-2 Pm
UH-218

Course Description & Goals

This course is designed to introduce you to the study of American popular culture using a variety of analytical
approaches. We will be exploring the politics, economics, art, and history of American popular entertainment,
with a focus on cultural analysis. You will be analyzing specific pop culture documents and taking a closer look
at the complex relationship between popular art forms and their audiences. From the 19th century to the present
day, we will think about how our entertainment both shapes and reflects American cultural values. As with most
courses in the humanities that means a healthy amount of reading (80-120 pages/week), and a lot of discussion
in class.
We will be analyzing films, TV shows, photographs, ads, music videos, songs, video games, websites, and novels in
class. You’ll want to engage more fully in media during the course on your own. Listen to different kinds of
music, read more periodicals and novels, watch more television, visit popular websites and web communities you
may not have before, and hone your skills as a cultural analyst by paying closer attention while you experience
popular culture. A list of great links is available on titanium if you want some direction on pop culture news
websites.
Required Texts

1. Popular Culture in American History 2nd edition by Jim Cullen
Wiley-Blackwell Publishers, 2013. ISBN-13: 978-0470673652
Do not get the first edition – only the 2nd edition works for this class

2. PDF Articles posted on our Titanium course site
The above text is available at Little Professor Book Center (fullertontextbooks.com)
You can Expect to read between 80-120 pages per week on average.

Course Requirements

Students are expected to read and view all the assigned material and be prepared to discuss them in class.
This is a 300-level G.E. course, so upper-division level reading comprehension and writing skills are expected.
Specific course requirements include a midterm examination, a final examination, and 3 Analytical
writing assignments. Participation and attendance are also mandatory for this class. In order to
achieve maximum participation points, students must come to class prepared to discuss the readings and
contribute thoughtfully to class discussion.
Grading Standards

Grading for this course will
consist of + or - letter grades.
A
AB+
B
b-

93-100
90-92.99
87-89.99
83-86.99
80=82.99

C+
C
CD+
D
F

77-79.99
73-76.99
70-72.99
67-69.99
60-66.99
0-59.99

Grades
30% Midterm Exam
40% Final Exam
15% participation Assignments
15% Participation/attendance
100%

I do not use grading curves. Grades of “Incomplete” are only given under special circumstances (i.e.
catastrophic personal or family emergencies) and must be discussed with me as soon as possible. I
usually assign a lengthy research project in the event of an Incomplete.
Graded Assignments
1 Midterm (30% of your grade)
The midterm examination will consist of “short answer” questions and I will be evaluating your ability to
understand and clearly articulate concepts and terms from the course materials. A Midterm Study Guide will
be passed out one week before the exam.
1 Final Exam (40 % of your grade)
The Final Exam will cover the readings, lectures and screenings from the second unit of the course (i.e. it is
not a cumulative exam). A final exam study guide will be passed out one week before the exam.
participation Assignments (15% of your grade – 5 points each assignment)
There are three (3) 2 page analytical writing assignments in the course meant to enhance participation.
These assignments require you to view or read some sort of pop culture artifact (novel, Ad, music video)
and analyze it in the context of our course materials. Papers must be typewritten, double spaced, with
standard 1-inch margins and 12 point font. Since The assignments are meant to enhance class discussion, if
you are not present for our class discussion (i.e. absent, tardy, or leave early), you cannot submit
the assignment for full points. Here are your options for submitting assignments:
1) Turn it in on the day it is due in class for a max of 5 points.
1) Turn it in before or on the day it is due via titanium for a maximum of 3 points.
After 11:59pm on the due date, no assignments will be accepted. No makeups, no second chances- for any
reason.

Attendance & Participation (15% of your grade)
be on time, just as you would be for an employer as I will take attendance each day. Students are
allowed two absences during the semester without penalty. These are not “free” days. you might miss out on
pop quizzes or screenings that cannot be made up. It is recommended that you use your 2 absences for true
emergencies (like illness, car problems, etc). Additional absences will result in lowering of the attendance

score regardless of the reason. If you must be absent due to a religious holiday, let me know in advance
so I do not lower your attendance score.
In-class participation is also required. Participation requires that you come to class prepared to discuss
the readings and participate in the learning process. I expect thoughtful contributions to discussion,
appropriate questions, and a demonstrated understanding of the material. Pop quizzes may be given should
it become difficult to determine whether course readings are being completed. The points for the quizzes
will be taken out of the participation points.
If you are interested in how I calculate your attendance and participation grade,
please read the rubric posted on titanium.
Class Policies
Make-up Midterm Exam:
Make-up exams will only be given under special circumstances with a doctor’s note. Unless you make
arrangements with me in advance, an exam taken after the set exam date will be automatically docked 1
letter grade.
Extra Credit:
There is no extra credit offered in this course
Classroom Courtesy:
I expect a certain degree of professional courtesy in your discussions with me and other students. We are
all responsible for maintaining a respectful class environment. I ask that you please:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

Be on time, as I get started quickly and give important updates at the beginning of class.
If you have to be late or leave early, do so quietly.
Refrain from talking or any other form of inattention during lecture.
Pay attention during screenings.
Be respectful of your fellow students’ ideas and contributions.
Turn your phone off or on vibrate and keep it stowed away. No texting in class.
Using a laptop for notes is ok, so long as you keep the volume on mute and keep your focus on class.
Do not record lectures without my permission and only if you are authorized to do so by DSS.

Note: Media Material Shown in Class will not be censored:
During screenings, I expect you to take notes and examine them critically. This is not time for you to tune
out and be “entertained.” Since this is a course that examines American culture via popular culture, we will
be viewing documentaries, televisions shows, films, and other media materials in class. In order to
understand the material and its relationship to its audience(s), I show everything in the original format. I
do not censor for violent material, language, or any other reason. Documentaries, gangster films,
romance novels, music videos/song lyrics, and other media may contain material deemed offensive or
confront traumatic issues. If you do not want to be exposed to such materials, I suggest dropping
this course. There are other courses that fulfill similar GE requirements.
Course Readings:
Be ready to discuss all of the Readings for the topic on Tuesdays. It is important that you read critically and
are able to understand the main points made by the author(s). reading questions are posted on Titanium for
all of the course readings. I won’t be collecting or grading your answers to the reading questions,
but all of them are useful for understanding the articles and how we will be approaching them. You are
responsible for all reading assignments even if we do not discuss them in class.
Technology Competencies required:
you will need to use the web for this course. Our titanium course site contains all of our course documents
and course readings, and I expect you to visit at least once a week. Familiarize yourself with all of the
additional material there that is not passed out in class such as course rubrics and web links to pop culture
sites.

CSUF Policies
General Education Learning Goals:
This class fulfills the General Education requirement for “Explorations in Social Sciences,” (Ill.D.5) It
Examines problems, issues, and themes in the social sciences in greater depth; in a variety of cultural,
historical, and geographical contexts; and from different disciplinary and interdisciplinary perspectives.
DSS Students:
CSUF provides excellent access options for students via its Disability Support Services Department located in
UH-101. If you are a DSS student, Please let me know in advance if you need me to provide any alternative
materials or if you need more time to complete exams and assignments. If you would like to know more
about DSS, visit their website at http://www.fullerton.edu/DSS/
Non-Discrimination Policy:
CSUF’s UPS 240 Nondiscrimination Policy ensures “a commitment to valuing diversity, discourages the use of
derogatory or disparaging language and other forms of expression and, particularly, condemns those who
insult persons on the basis of race, ethnicity, national origin, ancestry, citizenship, religion, creed, sex,
sexual orientation, marital status, age, disability, or veteran status.” I value that commitment in this course
and expect students to value it as well. Hate speech and derogatory slurs against fellow students will not
be tolerated.
Academic Integrity:
Academic integrity is about making sure that the work we do here is honest and that we treat the course
and the University with the respect they deserve. The most basic things to avoid in order that we maintain a
kind of academic integrity are as follows:
• Cheating on exams or assignments
• Asking for points you didn’t earn
• Submitting assignments you’ve submitted to another course
• Submitting assignments you did not write (plagiarism).
• Using the words or ideas of others in your writing without attributing them to the source
(plagiarism).
Plagiarism results in an automatic “F” in this class. I report any plagiarism in my courses immediately to
Judicial Affairs and start the process of an official University investigation, so please make sure
your work is your own. If you aren’t sure what constitutes plagiarism or want to know more about CSUF’s
policies, please visit the website found at:
http://www.fullerton.edu/deanofstudents/Judicial_Affairs/Plagiarism.htm.
Policy on Selling Lecture Notes:
Per California Education Code Section 66450, it is illegal to reproduce course lectures--including your own
hand-written or typed lecture notes--for commercial purposes. Any student who violates this code will be
referred to the Dean of Students Office, Judicial Affairs for disciplinary action under the Student Conduct
Code.
Emergency Procedures:
Familiarize yourself with the campus policies
and procedures in advance so you know what
to do in case of an earthquake, fire, or any
other disaster. In the event of an emergency,
please adhere to the guideline found at:

UH

http://prepare.fullerton.edu/.
If a campus emergency results in cancellation
of class, please go to Titanium, as I will do my
best to post an update on how it affects us and
any changes to due dates or assignments.

Evacuation
meeting area

Reading/Screening Schedule And Assignments
****Titanium shuts down every week on Thursdays after 10pm for maintenance****
Week 1

JAn 26 & 28
TUES Introductions
THURS What Is Popular Culture & What Are We Going to Do with It?
Cullen, Introduction “The Worldwide Web of Popular Culture” (p. 1-10)
Cullen, Chapter 2 “The World of the Stage” (p. 37-66)

Week 2

FEB 2 & 4
The Emergence of Popular Culture & the Minstrel Show
Cullen, Chapter 3 (p. 67-90)
Kassen, excerpt from “Amusing the Million: Coney Island at the Turn of the Century” (PDF)
Screening: selections from the Documentary Ethnic Notions

Week 3

Feb 9 & 11
Readers & Literature: Romance Novels
Cullen, Chapter 1 “New News” (11-36)
Radway, “Reading the Romance”(PDF)

Due IN CLASS THURS Feb 11th: Participation assmt. #1 “Romance Novel analysis”
Week 4

Feb 16 & 18
Pop Culture Audiences and Fan Culture
Ehrenreich, Hess & Jacobs, “Beatlemania” (PDF)
Jenkins, “Star Trek Rerun, Reread, Rewritten” (PDF)
Screening: selections from the documentary trekkies 2

Week 5

Feb 23 & 25
Advertising the American Dream
Cullen, Chapter 6 “Waves of Selling”
Marchand, “Advertising the American Dream” (PDF)
Screening: selections from documentary no logo

Week 6

Mar 1 & 3
Advertising & The Social Construction of Gender
Wolf, “The Beauty Myth” (PDF)
Steinem, “Sex, Lies, & Advertising” (PDF)
Screening: Killing Us Softly 4

Due in class THURSDAY mar 3rd : Participation Assmt. #2 “Advertisement Analysis”
Week 7

Mar 8 & 10
TUES: Advertising & Anti Corporate Activism
Klein, “Ads Under Attack” (PDF)
Screening: scenes from Fight Club, merchants of cool

THURS: in class MIDTERM

Week 8

EXAM

Mar 15 & 17
Gangster Films, Crime, and the “Rags to Riches” Story Part 1
Cullen, Chapter 5 “Moving Images” p 115-138
Colombo, “Money & Success: The Myth of Individual Opportunity” (PDF)
Screening: Scenes from various gangster films

Week 9

mar 24
(no class tues mar 22)
Gangster Films, Crime, and the “Rags to Riches” Story Part 2
Boyd, “So You Wanna Be a Gangsta?” (PDF)
Screening: Scenes from various gangster films

Week 10

mar 29 & 23
Spring Recess

Week 11

Apr 5 & 7
Television, Irony, & The Representation of the Working Class Part 1
Cullen, Chapter 8 “Seeing Television” p. 211-240
Screening: selections from the documentary class dismissed:
How TV frames the Working Class

Week 12

apr 12 & 14
Television, Irony, & The Representation of the Working Class Part 2
Dettmar, “Learning Irony with The Simpsons” (PDF)
Matheson, “Hyper-Irony & the Simpsons” (PDF)
Screening: An episode of the simpsons

Week 13

apr 19 & 21
Hip Hop Culture & Rap Music Part 1
Cullen, Chapter 9 “Rapping Hip-Hop” (p. 241-260)
Screening: Various videos, sound clips, Selections from the documentaries
Beef, hip hop: beyond Beats and Rhymes, scenes from misc. videos

Week 14

Apr 26 & 28
Hip Hop Culture & Rap Music Part 2
Chang, “ThE culture assassins: geography, generation, and gangsta rap” (PDF)
Rose- watch (before class): “Hip Hop, Mass Media, and Racial Storytelling in the Age of Obama”
https://youtu.be/u_x1c6kt3JQ (33:40)
Screening: Various videos, sound clips, Selections from the documentaries
Beef, hip-hop: beyond Beats and Rhymes, scenes from misc. videos

Due IN CLASS THURS april 28th - Assmt. #3 “HIP HOP Video Analysis”
Week 15

May 3 & 5
Video Games, Gamers & the Violence Debates
Jenkins, “Lessons from Littleton” (PDF)
Leonard, “Virtual Gangstas in the Era of State Violence” (PDF)
Screening: trailer for the documentary Moral Kombat

Week 16

May 10 & 12
Connected, but Alone: Digital Culture & Community
Cullen, Chapter 10 “Tangled Web” (p. 261-278)
Screening: TED Talks by Henry Jenkins and Sherry Turkle

week 17 Final Exam:

finals Week

FINAL EXAM in class on Thursday May 19th 12:00pm-1:50pm

